Honors Criminology 
Crim/Soc 012H 


Week 7. Social Process Theories: 
Socialization, Learning, Differential Association, Subcultures 


Penn State University 


Overview 
Different Social Process Theories 


° Social learning theory 
— People learn the techniques and attitudes of crime from close 
relationships with criminal peers. 
e Social control theory 
— Everyone has the potential to become a criminal, 
— but most people are controlled by their bonds to society. 
— Crime occurs when the forces that bind people to society are 
weakened or broken. 
e Social reaction (labeling) theory 


— People become criminals when significant members of society label 
them as criminal and 


— they accept those labels as a personal identity. 


Institutions of Socialization 


Socialization 
— Process of human development and enculturation 
— Interactions with key social institutions helps control human behavior 


Family Relations 
— Parental efficacy, affection, and structure (disruption, separation) 
— Violence and Abuse 
e Effects of parental discipline 
e Physical and emotional abuse 
Educational Experience 
— Race and educational problems 
— Dropping out: failing schools associated with offending 
— Bullied: 1/3 of gay, lesbian, and bisexual young people experience harassment in an 
educational setting 
Peer Groups 
Religion and Belief 
— Participation and attendance is related to resisting illegal drug use (more than religious 
beliefs and values) 


The puzzle of the MTO boys 


e Finding: Boys who moved to improved neighborhoods had 
higher risky behavior than those who continued to live in 
disadvantaged neighborhoods 

e Why? 

e Discuss this from the point of view of social learning theories 
— E.g., friends in old neighborhoods came to visit in new neighborhoods 
— Perceived perhaps as threatening in new neighborhoods 
— norms boys grew up with in old neighborhoods were in conflict with norms 
new neighborhood - 


— time needed for adjustment and socialization to new norms and to make new 
friends 


° http://www.npr.org/2014/03/12/289299044/study-b 
oys-report-ptsd-when-moved-out-of-poverty 


Social Learning Theories 


° Differential Association Theory 
° Edwin Sutherland and Donald Cressey 
° Principles: 
— Criminal behavior is learned (not innate). 


— Learning is a by-product of interacting with others. 


° Effects of criminogenic environments not automatic but depend 
on mentorship, teaching, and examples 


— Learning occurs within intimate personal groups. 


— Learning involves assimilating the techniques of committing 
crime, motives, drives, rationalizations, and attitudes. 


Differential Association Theory 


° Principles (continued) 
— The motives and drives are derived from favorable or unfavorable 
definitions 
° perceptions of the utility of obeying the law. 
° Culture conflict: exposures to opposing norms and definitions about right and 
wrong 
— Positive consequences to violating the law exceed negative 
consequences 
e Not enough to be exposed to some favorable definitions 


— Differential associations may vary in frequency, duration, priority, and 
intensity. 
° Frequent contact have greater effects 
° Early age- more impressionable 


e Influence of close, trusted friends and relatives higher than socially distant 
persons 


Differential Association Theory 


° Principles (cont) 
— The process of learning criminal behavior is similar to any other 
learning process. 


— needs and values underlying criminal behavior are of a general nature 


e But does not excuse it because noncriminal behavior expresses the same 
needs and values. 


° Testing Differential Association Theory 
— Strong effects of deviant relatives and peer groups 
— Long term and inter-generational effects 
° Critique of Differential Association Theory 
— Circularity of reasoning 
— Where do the original criminal definitions come from? 


Class Discussion/Activity 
Discuss what constitutes good and bad parenting and the importance of discipline 


Adrian Peterson (Minnesota Vikings) indicted for striking 
his 4-year old son repeatedly with a thin tree branch as a 
way to discipline him 


Indicted in a criminal count of reckless or negligent injury 
to a child. September 2014 


"Deep in my heart | have always believed | could have 
been one of those kids that was lost in the streets without 
the discipline instilled in me by my parents and other 
relatives," he wrote. 

"| have always believed that the way my parents 
disciplined me has a great deal to do with the success | 
have enjoyed as a man." 


http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/09/09091510 
0953.htm 


Discuss inter-generational transmission of parenting 
strategies to discipline 
What it may take to overcome it 


Parenting Strategies and Child Maltreatment 


° World health organization: 


— Worldwide, 1 in 4 adults were physically 
abused as children 


— Worldwide children report that they suffered 
some form of violence in the past year: 
e 16% - physical neglect 
e 23% - physical abuse 
e 36% - emotional abuse 
e 18% girls, 8% boys - sexual abuse 


Social Learning Theories 


° Neutralization Theory 
e Gresham Sykes and David Matza 
— Drift: movement in and out of delinquency 


— Observations of neutralization model: 
° Criminals sometimes voice guilt over their illegal acts. 


° Offenders frequently respect and admire honest, law- 
abiding persons. 


° Criminals define whom they can victimize. 


° Criminals are not immune to the demands of 
conformity. 


Social Learning Theories 


° Neutralization techniques 

— Denial of responsibility 
— Denial of injury 
— Denial of the victim 
— Condemnation of the condemners 
— Appeal to higher loyalties 

° Testing Neutralization Theory 

¢ Evaluating Learning Theories 


Social Learning Theories 
Neutralization techniques 


„ Appeal to 
higher loyaltie® 


j He is a strange! 
havo to "YY cowards run awaV' 
Protect my buddies! 


Travis Hirschi’s Social Control Theory 


1969 Causes of Delinquency 


Criminality due to weakened social bonds to society 
— Weakened fear of jeopardizing ties to family, friends, neighbors, teachers, employers 


Assumes: all individuals are potential law violators 


Four key elements of social bonds to society: 


— Attachment 
e Sensitivity to and interest in others (parents**, peers, schools) 
° Respect for authorities is less likely if attachment to at least one parent dissolves (divorce, 
separation, abandonment) 


— Commitment 
° Time, energy, and effort spent in conventional activities (e.g. getting an education) - investment 
in future, stakes in conformity 
— Shared moral belief 
* Common morals, values 
e e.g. fairness, sensitivity to the rights of others, and belief in the law 


— Involvement 
e Participation in conventional activities (v. idleness) leaves little time and energy for illegal 
activities (lowers temptation) 


Hirschi’s Social Control Theory 


` mak 


Hirschi’s Social Control Theory 


° Critiquing Social Control Theory 
— The influence of friendship 
° Criminals often do not act in isolation from others 
— Deviant involvement 
e Unsupervised involvement in activities with peers -- worse 
— Deviant parents and peers 
— Failure to achieve 


° Despite commitment to success may be worse than non- 
commitment 


— Mistaken causal order? 
e What if deviance leads to weakened bonds rather than the reverse? 


Social Reaction (Labeling) Theory 


° Key Points 
— Behaviors that are considered criminal are highly 
subjective. 


° E.g. abortion, marijuana use, gambling, handgun 
possession 


— Crime is (re-)defined by those in power. 
— Not only acts are labeled, but also people. 


— Both positive and negative labels involve 
subjective interpretation of behavior. 


Social Reaction (Labeling) Theory 


e Consequences of Labeling 
— Self-labeling 
— Joining deviant cliques 
— Retrospective reading 
° (e.g. Gone Girl movie) 
° Primary and Secondary Deviance 
° Edwin Lemert 


— Primary deviance - minor norm violation with no long term 
consequence 

— Secondary deviance - negative label by family or social control 
agents that has long term consequences for the violator 


Class Discussion/Activity 


What may be the consequences of being 
labeled negatively: 

— a drug-addict 

— a trouble-maker 

— a criminal 


— having a criminal record 


Social Reaction (Labeling) Theory 


Differential Enforcement 
— When law is differentially applied to benefit those 
of higher status and penalize the powerless 
Research on Social Reaction Theory 
— Targets of labeling 
— Effects of labeling 
° Deviance amplification 
e Self-fulfilling prophecy 
ls Labeling Theory Valid? 


Social Process Theory and Public Policy 
-- Ideas for discussion on Friday -- 


° Social Learning Theory 
— Highfields Project in New Jersey 
— Silverlake Program in Los Angeles 
° Social Control Theory 
— Education 
— Family bonds 


Social Process Theories 


Theory Major Premise 
Social Learning Theories 


Differential 
association theory 


People learn to commit crime 
from exposure to antisocial 
definitions. 


Youths learn ways of 
neutralizing moral restraints 
and periodically drift in and out 
of criminal behavior patterns. 


Neutralization 
theory 


Social Control Theory 


A person's bond to society 
prevents him or her from 
violating social rules. If the 
bond weakens, the person is 
free to commit crime. 


Hirschi's control 
theory 


Social Reaction Theory 


People enter into law-violating 
careers when they are labeled 
and organize their personalities 
around the labels. 


Labeling theory 


Strengths 


Explains onset of criminality. 
Explains the presence of 
crime in all elements of social 
structure. Explains why some 
people in high-crime areas 
refrain from criminality. Can 
apply to adults and juveniles. 


Explains why many delinquents 
do not become adult criminals. 
Explains why youthful law 
violators can participate in 
conventional behavior. 


Explains the onset of crime. 
Can apply to both middle- and 
lower-class crime. Explains 
its theoretical constructs 
adequately so they can 

be measured. Has been 
empirically tested. 


Explains society's role in 
creating deviance. Explains 
why some juvenile offenders 
do not become adult criminals. 
Develops concepts of criminal 
careers. 


Research Focus 


Measuring definitions toward 
crime; influence of deviant 
peers and parents 


Whether people who use 
neutralizations commit more 
crimes; beliefs, values, 

and crime 


The association among 
commitment, attachment, 
involvement, belief, and crime 


Measuring the association 
between self-concept and 
crime; differential application 
of labels; the effect of stigma 


